For the Record 

July 4, 1776: 

A Declaration 
Of Independence 

. . We hold these Truths to be self- 
t evident, that all Men are created equal, 
' | that they are endowed by their Creator 
1 with certain unalienable Rights, that 
; amon 8 these are Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness— That to secure 
these Rights, Governments are insti- 
tuted among Men, deriving their just 
Powers from the Consent of the Gov- 
erned, that whenever any Form of Gov- 
ernment becomes destructive of these 
j Ends > ^ is the Right of the People to 
I ^ter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its Founda- 
I tion on such Principles, and organizing 
| its Powers in such Form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, in- 
deed, will dictate that Governments 
long established should not be changed 
; for light and transient Causes; and ac- 
cordingly all Experience hath shown, 
that Mankind are more disposed to 
\ suffer, while Evils are sufferable, than 
jto right themselves by abolishing the 
jForms to which they are accustomed. 
But when a long Train of Abuses and 
Usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
j same Object, evinces a Design to re- 
Iduce them under absolute Despotism, 

I it is their Right, it is their Duty, to 
throw off such Government, and to 
provide new Guards for their future 
Security. Such has been the patient 
Sufference of these Colonies; and such 
is now the Necessity which constrains 
them to alter their former Systems of 
Governments.” 



